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Abingdon  Urban. . .Gifford  Saffin,  Council  Offices,  The  Abbey  House, 

Abingdon.  (Telephone  5). 

Abingdon  Rural... T.  E.  Upton,  60  Bath  Street,  Abingdon. 
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Faringdon  Rural... A.  G.  Underwood,  London  Street,  Faringdon. 
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WallingfordUrban  C.  J.  Flooks,  Town  Hall,  Wallingford. 

(Telephone  2155). 


Wallingford  Rural  C.  J.  Gayfer,  1,  Church  Lane,  Wallingford. 

(Telephone  3251). 

Wantage  Urban. !.H.  Vivian  James,  Town  Hall,  Wantage. 

(Telephone  240) . 

Wantage  Rural  ...H.  Shepherd,  Rural  District  Council  Office,  Belmont, 

Wantage.  (Telephone  211). 


Bradfield  Rural  ...T.  Harold  Windle,  Town  Hall  Chambers,  Blagrave 

Street,  Reading.  (Telephone  2293) . 

Hungerford  Rural  W.  S.  Raine,  128,  High  Street,  Hungerford. 

(Telephone  29) . 

Newbury  Urban  ...J.  Hague,  Town  Hall,  Newbury. 

(Telephone  109). 

Newbury  Rural  ...Edwin  G.  Hampshire,  Phoenix  House,  Bartholomew 

Street,  Newbury.  (Telephone  174). 


TO  THE  JOINT  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  WEST  BERKS 

UNITED  DISTRICTS. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

We  beg  to  submit  our  annual  report  for  the  year  1940. 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  as  given  in  Circular  2067,  of  the  19th  July,  1940,  this  is 
an  interim  report  and  is  mainly  “confined  to  essential  and  urgent 
matters  which  have  affected  the  public  health  during  the  year.” 

Full  records  will  be  preserved,  and  from  these  it  will  be  possible 
at  some  future  date  to  compile  what  additional  information  may  be 
required. 

As  was  reported  to  you  in  1939  the  effect  of  the  war  upon  the 
public  health  was  practically  negligible  in  these  districts,  nor  did 
evacuation  from  London,  Southampton  and  elsewhere  result  in  the 
introduction  of  infectious  diseases. 

Notified  cases  of  infectious  disease  amongst  troops  stationed 
in  the  district  were  few. 


Your  obedient  Servants, 

G.  CLARK, 

L.  P.  de  COSTOBADIE, 

Medical  Officers  of  Health. 


July,  1940. 


WEST  BERKS  UNITED  DISTRICTS. 


THE  WEST  BERKS  UNITED  DISTRICTS  consist  of  the 
Urban  Districts  of  Abingdon,  Newbury,  Wallingford  and  Wantage, 
and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Abingdon,  Bradfield,  Faringdon,  Hunger- 
ford,  Newbury,  Wallingford  and  Wantage. 

On  the  retirement,  in  October,  1940,  of  Dr.  William  Sisam, 
Faringdon  Rural  District  was  included  in  the  United  Districts  and 
two  Medical  Officers  of  Health  were  appointed. 

Dr.  George  Clark,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  D.T.M.&H.,  Medi¬ 
cal  Officer  to  the  Urban  Districts  of  Abingdon,  Wallingford  and 
Wantage,  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Abingdon,  Faringdon,  Walling¬ 
ford  and  Wantage. 

Dr.  L.  P.  de  Costobadie,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.,  D.P.H.,  Medical 
Officer  to  the  Urban  District  of  Newbury  and  the  Rural  Districts 
of  Bradfield,  Hungerford  and  Newbury. 


Area  and  Population. 


The  following  table  shows  the  area  of  each  district,  with  the 
estimated  population  at  the  middle  of  1940. 


District. 

Area  in  Acres 
(Land  &  In¬ 
land  Water.  ^ 

Estimated 

Population. 

Persons 

per 

Acre 

Abingdon  Urban 

1,713 

8,560 

4.99 

Newbury 

2  612 

18,300 

7.01 

Wallingford 

760 

3,547 

4.67 

Wantage  ,, 

2,797 

4,471 

1.59 

Abingdon  Rural 

41,225 

19,520 

0.47 

Bradfield  ,, 

53,008 

17,350 

0.33 

Faringdon 

55,726 

10,800 

0.19 

Hungerford 

44,817 

9,310 

0.21 

Newbury 

41,660 

13,780 

0.33 

Wallingford  ,, 

21,772 

14,000 

0.64 

Wantage  ,, 

74,179 

12,300 

0.16 

340,269 

131,938 

0.39 
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Births  and  Deaths. 

The  following  table  gives  the  corrected  number  of  births  and 
deaths  during  1940,  with  the  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population. 


District. 

Corrected 
No.  of 
Births 

Birth-rate  per 
1000  of  rhe 
estimated  popu¬ 
lation  at  the 
middle  of  tg40 

Corrected 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Death-rate  per 
1000  of  the 
estimated  popu¬ 
lation  at  the 
middle  of  1940 

Abingdon  Urban 

135 

15.8 

128 

14.9 

Newbury 

212 

11.6 

251 

13.7 

Wallingford 

48 

13.5 

46 

12.9 

Wantage  ,. 

57 

12.7 

58 

12.9 

Abingdon  Rural 

350 

17.9 

186 

9.5 

Bradfield 

214 

12.3 

225 

12.9 

Paringdon  ,, 

176 

16.3 

144 

13.3 

Rungerford  ,, 

160 

17.2 

150 

16  1 

Newbury 

179 

13.0 

173 

12.5 

Wallingford 

237 

16.9 

135 

9.6 

Wantage 

168 

13.7 

179 

14.5 

1936 

|  14.7 

|  1675 

|  12.7 

In  addition  to  the  1936  live  births  tabulated  above,  a  total  of 
67  still-births  were  registered.  The  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and 
still)  births  equals  33. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  live  births  in  the  combined  districts 
was  108  or  56  per  1,000  of  the  total  live  births. 


Infant  Mortality. 

The  following  table  gives  the  infant  deaths  and  infant  mor¬ 
tality  rates  for  1940. 


1 

3 

i*  _ 

No.  of 

Infant  Deaths. 

^"Tnfant 
Mortality  Rate] 

8 

i  Abingdon  Urban 

10 

JO  | 

f  Newbury 

10 

45 

1  Wallingford 

1 

20  | 

|  Wantage 

1 

17  S 

1  Abingdon  Rural 

14 

39  1 

|  Bradfield 

16 

70 

p  Faringdon 

8 

44 

1  Rungerford 

10 

62 

1  Newbury 

5 

27 

|  Wallingford 

15 

60  J 

1  Wantage 

6 

36 

1 

!  W.Berks  United  D’tricts 

96 

49.6 

*  The  rate  of  infant  mortality  is  expressed  as  the  annual  number  of  deaths 
of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  to  every  1000  of  the  live  births  registered 
in  the  same  year. 

The  mortality  rate  of  legitimate  infants  was  44,  and  that  of  illegitimate 
infants  was  97. 
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Maternal  Mortality. 

Five  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year  as  having  resulted 
from  diseases  and  accidents  of  pregnancy  and  parturition.  Two  of 
the  deaths  were  due  to  puerperal  sepsis  and  the  remaining  three 
to  other  causes. 

Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases. 

Deaths  from  the  principal  zymotic  diseases  totalled  25.  Twelve 
deaths  were  due  to  Cerebro-spinal  Fever,  three  to  Diphtheria, 
nine  to  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  and  one  to  Whooping 
Cough. 

Prevalence  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  notified  in  each  district  during  1940. 


Disease. 

i 

District. 

Total  :  West  Bks. 

United  Districts 

Abingdon  Urban 

Newbury  Urban 

Wallingf’d  Urban 

Wantage  Urban 

Abingdon  Rural 

Bradfield  Rural 

Faringdon  Rural 

Hungerf’d  Rural 

Newbury  Rural 

Wallingf’d  Rural 

Wantage  Rural 

Smallpox  .  • 

_ — 

_ 

Diphtheria 

3 

3 

2 

— 

5 

3 

2 

1 

2 

31 

2 

54 

Scarlet  Fever 

26 

11 

1 

26 

34 

13 

18 

10 

18 

13 

10 

180 

Erysipelas 

2 

7 

— 

1 

9 

1 

2 

5 

4 

17 

3 

51 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

1 

Paratyphoid) .  . 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Continued  Fever 

— 

— 

■ — ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

3 

2 

— 

3 

1 

3 

6 

1 

— 

1 

21 

CerebrO’-Spinal  Fever  .  . 

2 

13 

4 

4 

13 

3 

2 

4 

6 

9 

5 

65 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

OphthalmiaNeonatorum 

— 

1 

— • 

- - 

2 

3 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

10 

Acute  Poliomyelitis.  . 

Lethargica.  . 

Malaria 

Dysentery 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

19 

— 

23 

Pneumonia 

7 

18 

7 

1 

13 

40 

6 

18 

24 

26 

6 

166 

Measles 

s242 

262 

26 

4 

347 

133 

40 

64 

188 

328 

171 

1805 

Whooping  Cough 

7 

8 

17 

2 

5 

21 

27 

2 

4 

25 

45 

163 

RespiratoryTuberculosis 

14 

19 

2 

5 

21 

12 

7 

3 

8 

12 

11 

114 

Other  Forms  of  T’culosis 

5 

5 

2 

4 

9 

9 

5 

0 

3 

3 

5 

50 
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ABINGDON  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

No  changes  were  made  in  water  supplies  and  no  shortage 
of  water  was  experienced.  Regular  bacteriological  examinations 
of  samples  of  water  from  the  public  supply  were  made  and  gave 
uniformly  satisfactory  results. 

No  changes  were  made  in  the  system  of  drainage,  sewerage 
and  refuse  disposal. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over, 

Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

f  Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

3 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

26 

26 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid) ... 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

— 

Pneumonia  (Acute) 

7 

— 

4  (all  forms 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 

2 

2 

2 

Dysentery 

3 

— 

— 

Measles 

242 

9 

JmJ 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

7 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

No  military  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  were  received 
during  the  year. 

Of  the  26  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  all  of  a  mild  type,  8  occurred 
at  the  Summerfield  Evacuee  Hospital. 
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The  three  cases  of  Dysentery  were  of  a  mild  type  and  were 
unconfirmed  bacteriologically. 

The  two  cases  of  Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ended  fatally,  one  at 
the  Radcliffe  Infirmary  and  one  at  the  Abingdon  Joint  Hospital. 

Measles  was  prevalent  in  the  latter  half  of  the  year  with  an 
intermission  in  September. 

The  one  case  of  Peurperal  Pyrexia  ended  in  complete  re¬ 
covery. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Age  Periods.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory. 


M. 

F. 

M. 

1  F. 

M. 

1  F. 

M. 

I  F. 

0 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

—  5 

•  K 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

5 

—  10 

•  • 

3 

•  • 

•  * 

•  • 

10 

—  15 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

.  . 

15 

—  20 

1 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

20 

—  25 

1 

2 

•  • 

25 

—  35 

4 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

35 

—  45 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

45 

—  55 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

55 

—  65 

.. 

•  • 

1 

.  •  • 

•  • 

65  and 

upwards 

#  # 

m  # 

Totals 

9 

5 

4 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 
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ABINGDON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

Public  water  supplies  were  well  maintained  throughout  the 
year  and  yielded  satisfactory  bacteriological  results. 

An  automatic  chlorinating  plant  was  installed  at  the  Sutton 
Courtenay  pumping  station. 

Samples  taken  from  Wytham  Village  private  water  supply 
were  not  highly  satisfactory  and  the  Ministry  of  Health  were  ap¬ 
proached  with  a  view  to  obtaining  a  loan  to  connect  the  village 
to  the  Oxford  City  supply,  but  a  decision  had  not  been  reached. 

Work  on  the  sewage  works  for  Botley  and  Kennington  is 
practically  completed. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over, 
Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

5 

5 

. 

Scarlet  Fever 

34 

31 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid) . . . 

1 

1 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

2 

— 

Pneumonia  (Acute) 

13 

— 

11  (all  forms 

Erysipelas 

9 

3 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 

13 

13 

1 

Measles 

347 

3 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

— 

— 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases 

Vision  un¬ 
impaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

Notified 

Treated 

At  Home 

In 

Hospital 

2 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Military  cases  included  in  above  table  are  one  Cerebro-spinal 
Fever  and  one  Pneumonia. 


Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  maintained  their  mild  character. 
Measles  occurred  mainly  in  the  latter  half  of  the  year  with  a  much 
decreased  incidence  in  October. 

The  thirteen  cases  of  Cerebro-spinal  Fever  were  distributed 
widely  throughout  the  district  and  occurred  sporadically  through¬ 
out  the  year. 


The  three  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  ended  in  complete  re¬ 
covery. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Age  Periods.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory.  Respiratory.  Ron-Respiratory. 


M. 

1 

F. 

1 

M. 

1 

F. 

1 

1 

M.  i  F. 

1 

1 

M.  ji  F. 

0 

—  1 

•  • 

.  . 

1 

•  • 

1 

—  5 

1 

1 

•  • 

5 

—  10 

•  • 

1 

1 

.. 

•  • 

10 

—  15 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

15 

—  20 

1 

2 

1 

*-* 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

20 

—  25 

2 

1 

2 

•  • 

2 

1 

25 

—  35 

4 

3 

2 

3 

•  • 

•• 

35 

—  45 

1 

2 

•  • 

-  • 

•  • 

•• 

•* 

45 

—  55 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

.. 

1  •• 

55 

—  65 

.  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

.  • 

•  • 

•  • 

65  and 

upwards 

.  . 

•  • 

•  , 

.  , 

•  • 

•  . 

.  . 

•  . 

Totals 

9 

12 

9 

0 

4 

3 

1  2 

!  1 
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BRADFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

No  shortage  of  water  was  experienced  during  the  year. 
Several  important  extensions  of  the  mains  were  made  from  the 
Reading  and  Mid-Wessex  Water  Companies  to  a  new  factory  and 
houses. 

The  Theale  sewerage  system  was  completed  during  the  year. 

The  Streatley  sewerage  system  was  taken  over  by  the  Council 
in  December  1939.  Electric  engines  and  motors  will  be  installed 
in  1941. 

The  Aldermaston  sewerage  system  was  taken  over  by  the 
Council  on  the  1st  April,  1940. 


Scavenging:  A  salvage  collecting  scheme,  planned  by  Mr.  T.  H. 
Windle,  was  grafted  on  the  existing  organisation  for  refuse  collec¬ 
tion.  This  Scheme  was  regarded  by  the  Ministry  of  Supply  as  of 
such  outstanding  merit  that  a  description  of  it  was  circulated  to  all 
rural  district  Councils  in  England  and  Wales  and  its  adoption  recom¬ 
mended. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over, 
Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital . 

Total 

Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

3 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

13 

7 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

— 

Pneumonia  (Acute) 

40 

• — 

9  (all  form*- 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 

3 

2 

— 

Measles 

133 

— — - 

_ _ 

Whooping  Cough 

21 

— 

— 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases 

Vision  un¬ 
impaired 

Vision 

impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

Notified 

Treated 

At  Home 

In 

Hospital 

3 

0 

3 

3 

0 

0 

0 

The  only  Military  case  notified  was  one  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

The  three  cases  of  Diphtheria  all  occurred  at  Bradfield  College. 

The  incidence  of  Measles  was  considerable.  A  few  cases  oc¬ 
curred  from  January  to  April,  the  peak  of  the  wave,  however, 
being  in  December. 

The  three  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  and  the  single  case 
of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  occurred  at  Folly  Farm  Maternity  Home. 
In  all  cases  recovery  was  satisfactory. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Age  Periods.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory. 
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FARINGDON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

Water  Supplies:  The  works  commenced  at  Ashbury  and  Wickle- 
sham  supplies  were  proceeded  with  slowly  owing  to  war  conditions, 
but  the  mechanical  installations  at  Wicklesham  were  nearing  com¬ 
pletion  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  existing  public  supplies  to  Bourton  and  Ashbury  were 
somewhat  restricted  in  August  and  September,  but  with  care  no 
supplementary  supply  was  needed.  Both  supplies  are  not  above 
suspicion  and  boiling  before  drinking  has  been  recommended  in 
both  cases.  There  has  been  no  major  change  in  sewerage,  or 
refuse  disposal. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over, 
Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

2 

1 

— — 

Scarlet  Fever 

18 

6 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid) . . . 

_ 

_ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

2 

— 

Pneumonia  (Acute) 

6 

— 

9  (all  forms 

Erysipelas 

2 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 

2 

2 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

40 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

27 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  was  of  a  mild  character  and  isolated  cases  oc¬ 
curred  in  most  parishes. 

The  incidence  of  Measles  as  notified  was  very  low. 

The  three  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  ended  in  complete  re¬ 
covery. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


■  iii-iihh  ■  x-  .  .,-  ,,,,..  ^—niri'ni  ~iT~TmnmrTT~rTii — ~TT>Tii~~~nii~rm n WUHIWIiTii  »n min  iiifliiriiMlmn 

Inew  Cases.  leates. 

Age  Periods.  Respiratory.  iNun-Respiraocry.  Respiratory.  JNon-uespiratory. 


0—1 

1—5 

5  —  10 

10  —  15 

15  —  20 

20  —  25 

25  —  35 

35  —  45 

45  —  55 

55  —  65 

65  and  upwards 

M. 

F. 

iVl. 

F- 

M. 

1  F. 

M. 

1  F. 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

.. 

2 

1 

.. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

•  • 

.. 

.. 

i 

3 

1 

.. 

1 

" 

•• 

.. 

•• 

1 

.. 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Totals 

2 

5 

3 

2 

2 

5 

1 

1 
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HUNCERFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

During  the  year  plans  were  prepared  for  a  drainage  scheme 
and  disposal  works  for  the  areas  of  Upper  Lambourn,  Lambourn 
and  Eastbury. 

These  plans  are  ready  for  submitting  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
after  the  war,  the  estimated  cost  being  £40,000. 

Further  extensions  to  the  water  mains  at  Inkpen  were  carried 
out.  Water  samples  have  been  submitted  and  found  satisfactory. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over, 

Infectious  and  other  diseases. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

10 

4 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

6 

3 

— 

Pneumonia  (Acute) 

18 

— 

11  (all  forms 

Erysipelas 

5 

1 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

- — - 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 

4 

3 

1 

Measles 

64 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

— 

— 

Military  cases  included  in  the  above  table  were — Scarlet  Fever 
1;  Diphtheria  1;  Measles  3  and  Dysentery  1.  The  case  of  Dysentery 
was  of  the  Sonne  type.  The  Scarlet  Fever  was  of  mild  type. 

The  6  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  recovered  satisfactorily. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases.  joeaths. 

Age  Periods.  Respiratory.  Non-uespiratory.  Respiratory,  ison-roespiraiory. 


M. 

1  F. 

M. 

1  F. 

M. 

i  F. 

M. 

!  F. 

0 

—  1 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

—  5 

5 

—  10 

•  • 

•  • 

10 

—  15 

.  . 

•  • 

15 

—  20 

1 

.  . 

•  . 

20 

—  25 

•  • 

j 

25 

—  35 

1 

2 

..  j  .. 

35 

—  45 

•  • 

1 

.  » 

2 

•  • 

i 

f 

•  •  t  .  . 

1 

45 

—  55 

•  • 

1 

'  •  1  ” 

.  .  i 

| 

55 

—  65 

•• 

•  • 

1 

.  .  1 

65  and 

upwards 

.  , 

,  , 

.  . 

. .  | 

Totals 

1 

2 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 
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NEWBURY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

Water  Supply:  No  shortage  of  water  for  domestic  purposes  was 
experienced  but  it  was  only  possible  to  maintain  this  position  by 
restricting  the  use  of  water  for  gardens  and  other  non-domestic  pur¬ 
poses.  Samples  of  water  from  the  public  supply  were  regularly 
examined  and  found  satisfactory. 

As  from  the  15th  of  January,  1940,  the  Ministry  of  Food 
undertook  responsibility  for  the  slaughtering  of  all  animals  used 
for  human  consumption,  and  in  consequence  all  the  slaughter¬ 
houses  within  the  district,  with  the  exception  of  three,  were  closed. 
In  these  slaughter-houses  was  concentrated  all  the  slaughtering 
for  the  areas  of  the  Borough  of  Newbury,  the  Rural  Districts  of 
Newbury  and  Hungerford  and  part  of  Wantage  Rural  District. 

During  the  autumn,  in  response  to  a  request  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  for  a  general  campaign  for  Diphtheria  Immunisation  of 
children  throughout  the  Country,  publicity  for  this  by  posters, 
press  notices  and  lectures  was  started  in  December  of  this  year. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over, 
Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

3 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

11 

5 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

1 

— 

Pneumonia  (Acute) 

18 

— 

16  (all  forms 

Erysipelas 

7 

1 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 

13 

12 

1 

Measles 

262 

7 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

8 

— 

— 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases 

Vision  un¬ 
impaired 

Vision 

impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

Notified 

Treated 

A  t  Home 

In 

Hospital 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Military  cases  of  infectious  diserse  consisted  of  i  Scarlet  Fever, 
2  Diphtheria,  i  Pneumonia  and  5  Cerebro-spinal  Fever.  The  five 
cases  were  sporadic  and  no  connection  could  be  shown. 

Scarlet  Fever:  this  was  of  mild  type. 

Measles:  Only  3  cases  occurred  between  January  and  Sep¬ 
tember,  the  chief  incidence  being  in  November  and  December. 

The  case  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  was  admitted  to  the 
Public  Assistance  Institution.  Recovery  was  satisfactory. 

\ 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Age  Periods.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory. 


M. 

1  F. 

M. 

p. 

M. 

P 

M. 

r 

1  F. 

0 

—  1 

. .. 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

—  5 

1 

•  • 

1 

5 

—  10 

.. . 

2 

•  • 

10 

—  15 

•  • 

•  • 

-  • 

15 

—  20 

2 

•  ■ 

•  • 

OO 

4.1  O 

—  25 

1 

2 

1 

25 

—  35 

3 

1 

.. 

•  • 

1 

35 

—  45 

2 

3 

.. 

1 

1 

45 

—  55 

2 

1 

1 

•  • 

.. 

55 

—  65 

1 

•  • 

.. 

•  • 

.  . 

1 

•  • 

65  and 

upwards 

1 

,  , 

,  , 

,  . 

.  , 

.  . 

,  , 

Totals 

12 

7 

0 

5 

2 

1 

1 

!  1 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare! 

The  attendance  at  the  ante-natal  welfare  clinics  was  so  well 
maintained  that  an  extra  clinic  for  evacuees  was  started  in  October. 

Expectant  mothers  who  attended . 159 

Number  of  children  first  attending  Child  Welfare  Clinic: 


Under  1  year . 243 

Between  1  and  5  years . 215 


Visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors: 

To  expectant  mothers  .  10 

To  Children  under  1  year . 693 

To  Children  between  1  and  5  years . 931 


Number  of  persons  at  the  end  of  the  year  who  were  registered 
as  receiving  children  for  reward . 10. 

Number  of  children  at  the  end  of  the  year . 13. 
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NEWBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

The  Mid-Wessex  Water  Company  completed  the  laying  of 
their  mains  in  the  parishes  of  Woolhampton  and  Brimpton  and  16 
premises  were  connected.  Owing  to  the  war  the  Ministry  of  Health 
did  not  feel  justified  in  sanctioning  a  loan  to  pay  for  an  easterly 
extension  of  the  mains  beyond  Woolhampton. 

An  electric  pump  and  storage  tank  are  to  replace  the  existing 
hand  pumps. 

Owing  to  the  necessity  to  divert  all  available  labour  to  defence 
work  during  the  summer,  progress  in  laying  the  new  sewers  at 
Thatcham  was  unavoidably  held  up  after  June.  The  Contractors 
are  endeavouring  to  obtain  imported  labour  from  Eire. 

No  extensions  or  alterations  were  necessary  to  other  systems. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over, 
Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

_ 

Scarlet  Fever 

18 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

— 

Pneumonia  (Acute) 

24 

— 

5  (all  forms 

Erysipelas 

4 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 

6 

5 

2 

Measles 

188 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

— 

— 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases 

Notified 

Treated 

Vision  un¬ 
impaired 

Vision 

impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

At  Home 

In 

Hospital 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Eight  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  amongst  the  Military, 
3  of  them  being  Cerebro-spinal  Fever. 

Measles:  of  the  188  cases  notified  during  the  year  136  were 
at  a  large  Private  School.  The  incidence  occurred  chiefly  from 
October  to  December. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Age  Periods.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory. 


0  —  i 

1  —  5 

5  —  10 

10  —  15 

15  —  20 

20  —  25 

25  —  35 

35  —  45 

45  —  55 

55  —  65 

65  and  upwards 

M. 

1  P. 

M. 

i  P. 

M. 

§ 

1  F. 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

•  • 

1 

1 

1 

"  * 

1 

2 

•  • 

” 

•  • 

Totals 

5 

3 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

0 
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WALLINGFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

Water  Supply:  As  a  result  of  the  sinking  of  the  new  well  a  good 
supply  was  maintained.  Construction  of  the  water  tower  has  been 
proceeded  with  but  is  not  yet  completed. 

Bacteriological  examination  of  the  water  supply  gave  good 
results. 

No  changes  were  made  in  the  system  of  sewerage,  drainage 
or  refuse  disposal. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over, 
Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid) . . . 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

1 

— 

Pneumonia  (Acute) 

7 

— 

2  (all  forms 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ...  . ;. 

4 

4 

— 

Measles 

26 

4 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

17 

— 

— 

There  were  no  Military  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

With  regard  to  the  4  cases  of  Cerebro-spinal  Fever,  no  source 
of  infection  could  be  traced. 

The  two  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  ended  in  complete  re¬ 
covery. 


22 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Age  Periods.  Respiratory.  N on-Respiratory.  Respiratory,  in on-Respiratory. 
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WALLINGFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

No  shortage  of  water  was  reported  during  the  year.  The 
Didcot  scheme  mentioned  in  the  last  Report  is  still  in  abeyance. 

Samples  taken  from  the  Public  Supplies  gave  satisfactory  re¬ 
sults  in  all  cases. 

A  chlorinating  plant  was  installed  during  the  year  for  the 
existing  Didcot  water  supply. 

No  major  changes  were  made  in  the  sanitary  services. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over, 
Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

31 

31 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

13 

n 

j 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid) . . , 

1 

l 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  (Acute) 

26 

— 

11  (all  forms 

Erysipelas 

17 

14 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 

9 

9 

1 

Dysentery 

19 

19 

— 

Measles 

328 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

25 

— 

1 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases 

Vision  un¬ 
impaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

Notified 

Treated 

At-Home 

In 

Hospital 

2 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Military  cases  in  the  above  were  19  cases  of  Dysentery,  1  of 
Cerebro-spinal  Fever  and  1  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

With  regard  to  the  cases  of  Dysentery,  Food  was  suspected 
as  the  source  but  this  was  not  confirmed.  The  outbreak  was  of  a 
Flexner  ‘Z’  variety  and  all  cases  were  treated  at  the  Oxford 
Military  Hospital. 

Measles  was  prevalent  from  June  onwards  to  the  end  of  the 
year  with  an  intermission  in  October.  Didcot  was  principally 
affected  in  the  Third  Quarter  and  Cholsey  in  the  Fourth  Quarter. 

Of  the  17  cases  of  Erysipelas  all  but  four  occurred  at  the 
Berks  Mental  Hospital. 

Twenty-one  of  the  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  at  Didcot, 
and  these  appeared  to  be  a  continuation  of  the  outbreak  at  the 
end  of  1939.  The  three  fatal  cases  were  also  at  Didcot  two  of 
them  being  children  attending  Didcot  Junior  School.  A  wooden 
hut  used  as  an  annexe  to  the  school  which  was  attended  by  many 
of  the  cases  was  closed  and  the  outbreak  subsided.  The  other  ten 
cases  occurred  at  Cholsey  of  whom  9  were  either  inmates,  em¬ 
ployees  or  contacts  of  cases  occurring  in  the  Berkshire  Mental 
Hospital.  No  cases  occurred  after  the  end  of  February. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Age  Periods.  Respiratory.  Noil-Respiratory.  Respiratory.  i\ on-Respiratory. 


0—1 

1  —  5 

5  —  10 

10  —  15 

15  —  20 

20  —  25 

25  —  35 

35  —  45 

45  —  55 

55  —  65 

65  and  upwards 

M. 

F. 

1 

M. 

1 

F. 

1 

M. 

1 

F. 

M. 

1  F. 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

!  1 

1 

1 

1 

••  = 

Totals 

6 

1 

6  I  1 

! 

2 

4 

1  1 

3  !  0  i  1 

1  I 
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WANTAGE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

No  important  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  public  water 
supply  which  has  been  adequate  throughout  the  year.  Samples 
submitted  to  bacteriological  examination  have  proved  satisfactory. 
The  five  houses  situated  on  the  catchment  area  have  been  con¬ 
nected  to  the  sewer  and  W.C.'s  substituted  for  existing  pail  closets. 

No  new  sewers  have  been  laid  but  a  better  quality  effluent  at 
the  sewage  works  have  been  obtained  by  improved  methods  of 
irrigation. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over, 
Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Flospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

.. 

•  _ 

_ 

Scarlet  Fever 

26 

22 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid) . . . 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

-  * 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  (Acute) 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 

4 

3 

1 

Measles 

4 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

— 

— 

Included  in  above  table  are  two  Military  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

Of  the  remaining  26  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  a  large  number 
for  this  area,  most  had  a  family  connection  and  undoubtedly  there 
must  have  been  an  undiscovered  carrier. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases.  Deaths, 

Age  Periods.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory. 


M. 

1  P. 

M. 

1  F- 

M. 

1  P. 

M. 

I  F. 

0 

—  1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

■ 

*  * 

5 

—  10 

.  • 

1 

10 

—  15 

•  • 

.  • 

•  • 

15 

—  20 

•  • 

•  • 

20 

—  25 

.  • 

•  • 

•  • 

25 

—  35 

1 

2 

1 

1 

.  . 

35 

—  45 

.  . 

2 

.  . 

.  . 

45 

—  55 

.  • 

.  . 

.  . 

55 

—  65 

.  . 

.  . 

.  . 

.  . 

65  and 

upwards 

•  • 

,  # 

#  . 

Totals 

1 

4 

2 

2 

1 

! 

0 

0 

0 
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WANTAGE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

No  major  alterations  were  made  in  the  existing  sanitary 
services. 

No  shortage  of  water  occurred  during  the  year. 

With  regard  to  the  East  and  West  Hanney  Public  Supply 
some  of  the  samples  showed  evidence  of  pollution  and  chlorination 
was  recommended  but  this  had  not  been  carried  out  by  the  end  of 
the  year. 

The  Public  Water  Supply  at  West  Hendred  yielded  some 
doubtful  samples  from  the  water  main,  but  after  heavy  chlorination 
of  the  mains  was  carried  out  the  results  have  since  been  good. 

The  remaining  public  supplies  were  satisfactory. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over, 
Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Flospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

_ 

Scarlet  Fever 

10 

6 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid) . . . 

_ 

_ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

— 

Pneumonia  (Acute) 

6 

— 

14  (all  forms 

Erysipelas 

3 

1 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 

5 

5 

2 

Measles 

171 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

45 

— 

— 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases 

Vision  un¬ 
impaired 

Vision 

impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

Notified 

Treated 

At  Home 

In 

Hospital 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Included  in  the  above  tables  is  one  Military  case  of  Cerebro¬ 
spinal  Fever. 

Measles  occurred  in  most  parishes,  and  mainly  in  the  latter 
half  of  the  year  with  an  intermission  in  October.  The  majority  of 
cases  were  notified  from  the  Vale  districts. 

The  one  case  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  ended  in  complete  recovery. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Age  Periods.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory.  Respiratory.  Nor-Respiratory. 


M. 

1  P. 

M. 

1, 

1  P. 

M. 

1 

1  P- 

M. 

|  F. 

0 

—  1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

—  5 

•  • 

•  • 

... 

•  • 

•  • 

5 

—  10 

. .. 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

10 

—  15 

•  • 

1 

1 

.  .  j 

15 

—  20 

1 

1 

|  1 

’ 

1  !  . . 

I 

8  i 

20 

—  25 

1 

•  * 

i 

| 

i 

25 

—  35 

1 

1 

1  1 

1  •• 

2 

1 

| 

1  .• 

35 

-  -  45 

1 

1 

1 

..1  •• 

45 

—  55 

1 

I 

1 

..  i  .. 

1 

55 

—  65 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

.  . 

. .  1  . . 

•  • 

65  and 

upwards 

•  r 

,  # 

•  •  ! 

Totals 

5 

6 

( 

2 

1 

1 

3  | 

i 

3 

0  1 

1 

i 

1 
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